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3314 
INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE ELECTORS 
Providing that Public Revenues shall be raised by a. Tax Only on Land Values 
of .... SAN. .. FRAN.ClS.CO' .......... . ss. 
TO THE HO:\ORABLE SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA: 
We, the undersigned, registered qualified electors of the State of California, residents of.SAN ... FR.ANCISCO ..... County, present to the 
Secretary of State this petition and request that there be submitted to the voterS! of the State, for their approval or rejection at the next gen-
eral election, or as provided by law, an amendment to the Constitution of the State of California, entitled; 
"LAND VALUES TAXATION. Initiative measure adding Section 15 to Article XIII of Constitution. Beginning January 1, 1921, 
exempts from taxation personal property, planted trees, vines and crops; improvements appertaining to land being taxed at not ex-
ceeding preceding year's amount until exempted January 1, 1923, and other county, municipal and district revenues collected from land 
values. Beginning January 1, 1924, requires all public revenues be raised by taxing land values exclusive of improvements, repealing 
Section 14 in same article. Declares war veteran, church and college exemptions, and privately owned public utilities using highways, 
unaffected hereby." 
The fu11 text of the proposed amendment is: 
,\YHEREAS, since 1879, Section 2 of Article XVII of the Constitution of the State of CaliforrIia bas 
declared that: 
.. The holding of large tracts of land. uncultivated and unimproved. by individuals or corpora-
tions. is against the public interest. and should be discouraged by a11 means not inconsistent with 
the rights of private property." and 
\YHEREAS, the value attaching to land is created by the people and of right belongs to the people, and 
i'hould be taken in taxes by the conmmnity as needed for public purposes, 
THEREFORE, to accomplish that end the people of the State of California do enact as follows: 
Article XIII of the Constitution of the State of California is hereby amended by adding to it a new section 
whieh shall be numbered Section 15, and shall read as follows: 
ARTICLE XIII 
SECTION 15. On and after the first day of January, 1921, the following classes of property shall be exempt from taxation; 
All machinery, implements, tools, shipping, manufactured articles, merchandise, moneys, credits, stocks, bonds, motor vehi-
des and other vehicles, furniture and all other personal property; also planted trees, vines, and crops. 
As such exemptions become effective improvements in, on, under, through or over land (other than those exempted) shall 
be assessed on a basis of valuation and rate not exceeding that of the preceding year, and all other revenues for county, municipal 
and district purposes shall be levied upon and collected from the value of land. 
On alld after the first day of January, 1923, all improvements in, on, under, through or over land shall be exempt from 
taxation. 
As such exemptions become effectiye all revenues for county, municipal and district purposes shall be levied upon and col-
lected from the yalue of land. 
On and after the first day of January, 1924, Section 14 of Article XIII of this Constitution (providing a system of State rev-
enue) shall become in-operative and stand repealed hereby, and all public revenues shall thereafter be raised by taxation on the 
value of land exclusive of improvements thereon or therein. 
And the legislature is hereby authorized and directed to enact appropriate laws for the apportionment and collection and 
payment to the State of revenues for State purposes, upon such repeal taking effect. 
Nothing in this Section shall delay or prevent the collection of taxes levied before any respective exemption herein described 
hecomes effective. 
Provided that nothing herein shall be construed to prevent the taxation of'privately-owned public utilities for the use of the 
public highways. 
And provided further that war-veteran, church and college exemptions are not affected by this section. 
And provided also that charges for and revenues from publicly-owned public utilities shall not be affected hereby. 
All constitutional provisions and laws of the State of California, or any portion of said constitutional provisions and laws, in 
(·onfiict with this section, or any part of it, are repealed hereby, such repeals to take effect as the provisions of this amendment 
hecome effective as ahove provided. 
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